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The Hand of the Lord upon the Cattle. 
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Exopus, Chap. ix, the former Part of the 3d 
Verſe, and latter Part of the 6th Verſe. 


Behold, the Hand of the Lord is upon thy Cat- 
tle, And all the Cattle of Egypt died. But 
of the Cattle of the Children of Iſrael died 
not one. 


OU will _ imagine that the fatal Diſ- 
Y temper, which has long raged in theſe 
Kingdoms, as well as in other Parts of Eu- 
rope, among the Cattle, and the Rene wing 
the Orders of the Government, which have been 
ſo lately read to you, for Preventing as much as 
poſſible the Increaſe of it, has occaſioned the Choice 
of theſe Words. | 
I ſhall therefore firſt endeavour to give you a 
brief Account of this Paſſage in Holy Scripture, 
before I proceed to ſhew, what Uſe I intend to 
make of it. | 
The Children of I/-aezl, mentioned in the Text, 
were Deſcendants of Abraham, the Friend of God, 
to whom, he had promiſed to give the Land of 
Canaan for a Poſſeſſion. But, before this Promiſe 
could be fulfilled, they were to ſuffer many Things ; 
to be afflicted, evil intreated, and inſlaved for Far 
hundred Years. | 
During this Time, it is to be feared, the greateſt 
Part of them lived in a total Neglect of their Duty 
to the True God, and many of them were actually 
guilty of Worſhiping Falſe Gods. Some of them, 
though they were fretted and gauled with the Yoke 
of their Egyptian Bondage, were too obſtinate to 
call upon God ; while others, by their baſe Com- 
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pliances, hoped to pleaſe their Maſters, and fo 
make their Servitude eaſier. © 
Till at length, finding theſe Expedients vain 
and fruitleſs, they began to think upon the God of 
their Fathers; they cried by Reaſon of their Bondage, 
and their Cry came up unto God. Affliction is a bit- 
ter Potion, but if it cures us of gur Sins, and in- 
clines us to call upon God, it js a whel/ome one. 
So theſe People found, for they no ſooner applied 
to him, but he heard their Greaning : He remem- 
bered his Covenant; he looked upon the Children of 
Iſrael, with an Eye of Compaſſion ; had a Reſpect 
unto them, and came down to deliver them cul M the 
Hand of the Egyptians. e 1 Yy 
For this Purpoſe, he commiſſioned Moſec and 
Aaron to be his Ambaſſadors, and ſent them to 
Pharaoh, to demand Liberty for his People; with 
full Power to oblige him to it by Force, if he could 
not be brought to it by Perſua/ion. 3 91G 
Pharaoh was a Perſon of a haughty, imperious, 
obitinate Temper, and conſequently not very like- 
ly to conſent to part with ſo many Thouſand uſe- 
ful Hands, at the firſt Demand. Accordingly, 
when Mſes and Aaron, at their firſt Audience, de- 
fired him, in the Name of their Maſter, the King 
of Kings, and the Lord of Lords, to let the People 
go, he abſolutely refuſed, and impiouſly ſet them, 
and their God at Defiance. ho is the Lord, that 
T fbould obey his Voice, to let Tfrael go? Do your 
worſt, I know. not the Lord of whom you ſpeak. 
I never heard ſo much as his Name before: I va- 
lue him not. Neither will I let Iſrael go. 
Thus do wicked Men declare War againſt Hea- 
ven, becauſe they know not the Power or the 
Juſtice of God. But, when he ſpreads abroad his 
Terrors, and his Judgments come thundering down 
upon their Heads, then they, that knew him not, 
Wall fear and tremdie before him, and be forced 
tO 
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to confeſs there is Weh 4 c _ "22 av ant 
Earth. 55 
This was the Caſe with Phartob. He — 
not the Lord. But he ſhall be made to know him 
and to fear him too. He has declared War with- 
out ſitting down to conſider the 8 of his 
Enemy. He has drawn the Sword. Struck the 
lirſt Stroke. Now let him look to himſelf. The 
Lord of Hoſts, 15 muſtering his Troops, and: will 
bring ſuch, Armies into the Field as never were 
ſeen before or fince; Againſt which, Pharaoh and 
all his Horſemen and his Chariots: ſhall not be able 
to ſtand. It is in vain for the Stouteſt and the 
Strongeſt, and the Greateſt Sinners to think of 
itanding in Defiance againſt the Judgments of 
God. For bo can fland before bis Indignation ? 
M bo can abide the 0.5 of bis Anger! *Moſer-is 
therefore ordered to ſet the Battle in Array againſt 
him, to humble this . haughty Prince, and teach 
him to know his Maker. 

» Firſt of all therefore he lets him ſees that 
Great as he was in being King of Egypt; and Proud 
as he was of his River Mile, yet that he could 
not command ſo much as a of Water in his 
whole Kingdom vithout Leave from the God of 
Hratl, whom he ſo much deſpiſed; Wherefore 


he only ſtretched out his Hand and all the Waters 


of Egypt were turned into Bload. This Plague 
continued ſeven Days, and Pharaoh continued ob- 
inne. 

' However the next had a little more Effect the 
Shoals of Frogs which filled his Palace, his Board, 
and his Bed made him begin to relent. It was no 
ſmall Mortification to be diſturbed in his own 
Houſe nay, to be turned out of it by ſuch mean, 
deſpicable Creatures. This made him ſtoop to 
deſire Moſes would pray for him, and to promiſe 

him 
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6 ÞA Sermon accafioned by the 
him the People ſhould go. Though the Plague 
was no ſooner removed, but he changed his Mind. 
. Wherefore Moſes brings new Troops into the 
Field, and attacks him with numberleſs Swarms 
of Lice and of Flies. What could be more mortify- 
ing to a proud Man than to be tormented with 
ſuch filthy Creatures, Lice crawling about him in 
ſpight of all his Waſhing, and Changing of Rai- 
ment; or with ſuch importunate, ſtinking Crea- 
tures as Flies, buzzing about his Ears, and ruſh- 
ing into his Mouth with every thing that he eat or 
drank ? Here again he ſeems to ſubmit ; owns 
himſelf unable to contend any longer; humbles 
himſelf before the God of Vrael, and deſires Mo- 
ſes would intreat the Lord for him: Let but theſe 
Swarms of Flies be removed and the People ſhalt 
go. Accorgingly the Flies departed, but Pharaoh 
remained obſtinate; broke his Engagements, and 
would not let the People go. 

Thus Sinners, when under the Convictions of 
Conſcience, or the Fear of Puniſhment, will pro- 
miſe any Thing. They will engage to part with 
their beloved Sins, ſend them quite away, and 
never deſire to ſee them any more. | 
No ſooner are theſe Fears removed, but they 
forget all their Promiſes, return to their former 
Sins; and, like Pharaoh, will not let them go; and 
ſo harden themſelves till ſome worſe Evil come 
upon them. An! 

This was the Caſe with Pharaoh. Since he had 
perfidiouſly broke his Word, which ought to be 
facred, eſpecially with Kings, Moſes tells him God 
would plague him more and more. 

Accordingly we read in the next Chapter, God 
ſent a Peſtilential Diſtemper among the Cattle, fo 
that all the Cattle of Egypt died. That is, the 
greateſt Part of them periſhed z but of the Cattle 
of. the Children of Iſrael died not one. 

There 
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There is no Doubt but the ſame Diſtinction had 
been obſerved through all the foregoing Plagues, 
as well as in this, though it is not expreſsly men- 
tioned before the Plague of Flies; when the Lord 
1 71 will put a Diviſion between my People and thy 
Pe 0 8 3 | NI < f n 
Either Pharaoh had not been curious enough to 
enquire, how it fared with the J/raelites when the 
Waters were turned into Blaad, and the Frogs and 
Lice infeſted them. Or his Servants were afraid to tell 
him of it; and therefore Maſes is ordered to let him 
know that God would make this manifeſt Diſtinc- 
tion, that ſo extraordinary an Inſtance of Divine 
Providence might not be overlooked, and that 
Pharaoh might not loſe ſo, convincing a Proof 
that this was the Finger of Gd. | 459 
And therefore, when God is about to ſend this 
grievous Murrain among the,. Cattle, Pharaab is 
expreſsly told, that the Lord ſhall ſever between the 
Cattle of Iſrael and the Cattle f Egypt. Though 
they all ſhall be grazing together in one Paſture, 
though they ſhould drink the ſame Water, and 
eat © ſame Fodder ; yet one ſbauld be taten and 
the other 75 and there ſhall nothing die of all that 
is the Childrens of Iſrael. Phanaob was reſolved to 
be ſatisfied of the Truth upon this Occaſion. 
Wherefore he ſent and found it to be literally fo; 
that his ewn People had loſt almoſt all their Cattle, 
but, as it is in the Words of the Text, of : the 
Cattle of the Children of Iſrael died nat one 
| ven, you, an Account of the 


| N thus | 
Words, I proceed now to ſhew what Uſe L would 
make of them. Firſt of all, we ſhould learn from 
hence, that, when ſuch fatal Diſtempers come a- 
mong Cattle, they are of God's ſending. The Hand 
of the Lord is upon them: | {ji + 
There have been great Diſputes among Philoſo- 
phers concerning the true Cauſe and Origin of 
Peſtilential 
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Peſtitential Diſtemipers. And it'is generally a) agr 
that it proceeds from noxious Vapours, 22355 o- 
ſonous Exhalations, which infett the Air, fillth 8 
with malignant Partieles, and — it morbid 

and unwholfome: And hence account for 
different Beaſts being ecke, =4 not, with it; 
according to their ſeveral Natures and diffetent 
Sorrs-:of Nouriſhment ; as wen as how the Cattle 
come to be affected wich it at alf, and Ki often 
when human Creatures are not. As is, bleſſed be 
God; the Caſe it the preſent — 15 "on 


rages among us: The Beaſts” H the Field on 
ſuffer by it, while the Beaſts of the People rem 

in the Midſt of it unhurt and{unteuched: 

This ig fad to be owing to the Quicknels of 
Scent in many Brute Animals; and to the Man- 
ner of their Feeding. From the Quicknefs of 
their Scent the Nerves may be more Power- 
fully--affetted” by the infeftious Quality. And, 
by: — Feeding with their Heads 5 to Fe 
Ground, they may be fuppoſed to in 
noxious Eee freſh and ſtrong: rom the Path 
before it can receive any Affiſtafic from the Lx. 
ternal Air to cleanſe and puxify ft. What Nr 
to make this the more probable: Is, that there 
are poiſonous Steams Known which art fatal only 
, within a certain Diſtance of the Surface, but ne- 
ver riſe higher. And it is certain there are forn 
Minerals which abound with fuch porfonous Pa 
as make them fatul to the Perfons that dig the! 
out of the Mines; many of Whom are fometimes 
killed upon the Spot by the deadly Vapours that 
ariſe from them; and they, whoſe Bufineſs it i 
to work upon them afterwards, are never ' heal- 
thy: All which is very true » but ſtill there are 
N which this NY will not. ex 
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As firſt of all, how the whole Atmoſphere (i. e. 
the whole Body of the Air) of a Country comes to 
be ſo infectious and mortal; eſpecially where the 
Minerals, which produce the peſtilential Effluvia, 
do not abound. And even where they do abound, 
it muſt be conſidered that they are fo wrapped up 
in the Bowels of the Mountains, and impriſoned in 
the Depths of the Earth, that it is not to be ſup- 
poſed any great Quantities of their Effluvia can 
eſcape, fiffcient to infect ſuch vaſt Tracts of Air 
At Once. Kao 19 4 

Another Difficulty is, that if the Reaſon why 
the Beaſts are ſometimes infected, when Men are 
not, is the Quickneſs of their Scent, the Manner 
of their Feeding, and the Nature of their Food: It 
ſhould follow, that thoſe Creatures, which have 
the quickeſt Smell, ſhould be firſt infected, which 
is not the Caſe. And eſpecially, that all thoſe 
Creatures, which take their Food m the ſame man- 
ner, graze in the ſame common . Paſture, and live 
upon the ſame ſort of Nouriſhment, ſhould all he 
equally infected; and yet we find this has not been 
the Caſe. The Diſtemper, which is now in this 
Nation, and has been for near three Tears, has only 
affected the horned Kind; Horſes, Sheep, and Deer, 
which eat the ſame Graſs, or Hay, drink the ſame 
Water, breathe the ſame Air, were never healthier. 
We read of Plagues that have attacked Men only, 
and not Women; nay, that have attacked the Na- 
tives of a particular Country only, while Strangers 
and Foreigners have lived and converſed with the 
Sick, without any Danger. Some Plagues are con- 


fined to particular Cauntries; others to a particular 


Spot, or Part of a Country, and have ſpread no 
further. Thus it happened in this Nation about 
fourſcore Years ago, when the Plague was confined 
to the City of London only, where it deſtroyed 
about 100, ooo Souls, but went no further. On the 
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10 A. Sermon vccafioned by the 
other Hand, ſome have been univerſal, ſpreading 
their Lines of Deſtruction over the whole Earth. 
Such a one happened in the Reign of Juſtiuian the 
Emperor, which was neither reſtrained to one Part 
of the World, nor confned to this or that particu- 

lar Seaſon of the Year, but ſeized on all Men alike, 
of different Chmates, Diet, and CompleCtiansz ex- 
tending its infectious Wings to the utmoſt Bounds 
of the Earth ;'' viſiting all Places with equal Fury 
where Mankind inhabited, ſparing neither Iſlands, 
Caves, or Mountains; and continued for fifty Years 
together in one Corner of the World or other, ſo 
that the greateſt Part of Mankind in that Age 
might be ſaid to be deſtroyed by it. 

' Theſe are Things which the natural Philoſo her 
will find it impoſſible to account for; he muſt ei- 
ther acknowledge his own Ignorance, or confeſs, 
like Pharaoh's Magicians, This is the Finger of Cod. 
Which is the Point infiſted upon, viz. That 
when ſuch fatal Diſtempers come, tho' it be only 
among the Cattle, they are of God's ſending. Be- 
* the that of the Lord is er thy Calile, Ex. 
ix. 

"There i u na doubt but his Providence extends it- 
ſelf to all his Creatures univerſally, from the Le- 
wathax, that takes his Paſtime in the great Deep, 
unto the Moth that wantons in the Sun-beams : 
Theſe all wait upon bim, and he giveth them their 
Meat in due Seaſon, Pi. civ. All the Beaſts of the 
Earth: ure lis, and ſo are the Cattle upon a thouſand 
Hills. For theſe he cauſes the Graſs to grow, and 
the green Herb to ſpring forth. Theſe are all un- 
der his Inſpection, like a Flock under the Eye of 
the Shepherd : He that made them has an abſolute 
Dominion over them, and the ſole Property in 
them. Theſe are all mine, the Beaſts of the Fo- 
reft, and the Beaſts of the Field; the Calile of the 


Hills, and the Fowls of the Mountains. They * 
al 
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all created by my Power, ſubſiſt by my Cate, and 
dwell under my Protection: So that nothing can 
befall them, but what is 06/erved ; nothing can hap- 
pen, but what is permetted by me. Even the leaſt 
and the moſt inconfiderable Part of the Creation 
is under the Protection of the Divine Providence; 
fo that not a Sparrow can fall on the Ground without 
Jour heavenly Father. Now there it may be pro- 
perly aſked, Doth God take Care for Sparrows ? 
And doth he not take Care for Oren alſo? Yes, 
without doubt he doth. The Beaſts of the Freld 
are more eſpecially appointed for the Service of 
Man, and ſeem to have, for that Reaſon, a more 
particular Care taken of them; foraſmuch as God 
has made the Graſs to grow for them, that they 
might not be diſtreſſed, like the Beaſts of the Ho- 
reſt for Food; but find it every where, with but 
little Expence or Trouble to the Owner, being at 
once molt u. ef and leſs burthen/ome. 


We muſt conclude therefore, that, when any 


grievous Misfortune befalls theſe uſeful Creatures, 
it is the Hand of the Lord upon them. When they 
are ſwept away by any Contagion, and die of Dif- 
tempers that no Man can cure, we muſt ſay with 
the Pſalmiſt, The Lord hideth his Face from them, 
end they are troubled ; it is he that taketh away their 
Breath, and they die. 

Let us then learn from hence to have awful and 
adoring Thoughts of the infinite Wiſdom and Pro- 
vidence of God; and be very careful how we of- 
fend him, who is able to puniſh us ſo many diffe- 
rent Ways, to deprive us of all our Comforts, turn 
even our Bleſſings into Curſes, and make thoſe Crea- 
tures a Sconrge, which were intended for our Ser- 
vice. We ſhould alſo learn hence to adore the in- 
finite Goodreſs of the Divine Being, that in the 
midſt of Juſtice remembers Mercy, and ſuffers nat 
the tobole Species to be ſwept away by ſuch 3 
B 2 e 
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ble Diſeaſes. For, when theſe poiſoned Arrows fly 
abroad, there is no Reaſon to be aſſigned why they 
ſhould miſs any thing that ſtands in their way; or 
that the Infection ſhould ever ſtop, till like a Fire 
it has conſumed all. Every Beaſt that is infected 
helps to ſpread the Contagion ; and conſequently, 
the more the Diſtemper ſpreads, the more Strength 
it ſhould gather, until it becomes univerſal, and 
irreſiſtible. It is therefore the Goodneſs of God 
that ſets Bounds to the Rage of this Mortality ; 
and it is of his Mercy that all are not deſtroyed. To 
him therefore be the Glory, to him be the Praiſe : 
yea, let Beaſts and Cattle praiſe the Name of the 

Lord, for his Name alone is excellent, and his Glory 
above Earth and Heaven. 

Secondly, Another Uſe to be made of - theſe 
Words is, that from them we may learn, that 
God does ſometimes make a vi/ible Separation be- 
tween his Friends and his Enemies, for of the Cattle 
of the Children of Iſrael died not one. 

What Solomon ſays is no doubt generally true : 
All Things come alike to all, there is one Event to the 
Righteous and to the Wicked : As is the Good, ſo is the 
Sinner; and he that fweareth, as be that feareth an 
Oath, Eccleſ. ix. 2. 

They are equally Partakers of the common 
Judgments, or the common Mercies of God. He 
maketh his Sun to ſhine upon the Evil, and upun the 
Good; and ſendeth Rain on the Fuſt, and on the Un- 
juſt, Mar. v. 45. The Sword devours one as well 
as another; a loyal Uriah, and a rebellious 2 * 
lom; a wicked Abab, and a holy Jofiab. 

The Land of Canaan has its Famines, as well as 
the Land of Egypt. And in all ſuch general Cala- 
mities the People of God mult expect to have their 
Share as well as others. Is the hoſpitable Aram 
rich, ſo is the churliſh Nabal? Is Iſaac, the Son 
4 the Promiſe, reduced to want Bread for _— 

an 
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and his Family? Abimelech, the Son of a Philiſtine, 


abounds with it. So that, as the wiſe Man ſays, 


No Man knoweth Love or Hatred by all that is before 
bim. As much as to ſay, We are not to make any 
Judgment of God's Favour or Diſpleaſure; of 
the real Happineſs or Miſery of Men from theſe 
Events, or from their outward State and Condi- 
tion. But rather conſider them as the unavoidable 
Conſequences of our Situation in this Life, wherein 
we are to be exerciſed and diſciplined for a better. 


Every one's own Obſervation is ſufficient to 


rove, that this is as much the common Courſe of 
hings ow, as it was in the Days of Solomon. But 


ſtill it muſt be allowed, that God does ſometimes 


make a w1/ible Separation between his Friends and 
his Enemies, | 

Which may be demonſtrated, firſt of all, from 
the Teſtimony of Solomon himſelf and other holy 
Writers. 
| Secondly, By many undoubted Inſtances of the 
Divine Providence making ſuch a Separation. 
And, 

Thirdly, From the Nature and Reaſon of the 
Thing itſelf. 
' Firſt then, In the Chapter immediately forego- 
ing that in which Solomon ſays there is one Event to 
all, viz. Eccleſ. viii. 12, he has this remarkable 
Paſlage : | 
 . Tho' a Sinner do Evil an hundred Times, and his 
Days be prolonged, yet ſurely I know that it ſhall be 
well with them that fear God. But it ſhall not be 
well with the Wicked; neither ſhall he prolong his 
Days, which are as a Shadow, becauſe he feareth 
not before God. Here you lee is a maniteſt Separa- 
tion between the Good and Bad. Another of the 
ſame Kind we have, I/ ii. 10. Say ye to the Righ- 
teous it ſhall be well with him, for they ſball eat the 


Fruit of their Doings. Wo unto the Wicked, for it 


Hall 
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14 A Sermon occafioned by the 
ſhall. be ill with him, for the Reward of bis Hands 
Hall be given bim. In this Chapter, the Prophet 
is foretelling the Publick Calamities which ſhould 
befall his own People, together wih their final 
Deſtruction. And yet, by God's Direction, aſ- 
fures good People, that, even in the univerſal Ruin 
of the Nation, they ſhould be delivered; and a 
particular Providence employed to take Care of 
them. Te Meek of the Earth, according to the 
Words of Zephaniah ii. 3, may hope to be pre- 
2 in the Day of the Lord's Anger. Whatever 
yr pra yan Bed they hall be Late. The Fud 

] the Earth will not flay the Righteous with yy 
Wicked 

This Doctrine is not only confirmed by the Teſ- 
timony of ſeveral holy Writers, but alſo by many 
undoubted Inſtances of the Divine Providence ma- 
king a vzſble Separation between his Friends and 
his Enemies. 

The firſt remarkable Inſtance of this Kind, which 
I ſhall mention, is the Deliverance of Lot out of 
Sodom. 

If there had been ten ſuch righteous Perſons i in 
it, they might have ſaved the City; but, as there 
was not one beſides bimſelf, he could only fave his 
own Family from the total Deſtruction, which came 
upon all the Cities of the Plain; and fo he trands 
a remarkable Example of the Providential Care 
God takes of his Servants. The fame Divine Care 
accompanied Abraham in all his Fravels; protec- 
ted David in all his Wars; preferved Daniel in the 
Lion's Den; ſaved the three Jews from the Fiery 
Purnace ; raiſed Joſeph to be Governor over all 
the Land of Egypt ; 23 Jonah his Fifh and 
his Gourd 4 called Paul to the Mmiſtry, faving 
him from that blind Zeal of perſecuting the Saints, 
and delivered Peter out of Prien, when he was 


ſleeping between two Soldiers. Our bleſſed Lord, 
ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking of the Deſtruction of Feruſalem by 25 1 
Nomans, particularly mentions the extraordinary 1 
Inſtances of Divine Providence, which ſhould be 1 
viſible at that Time, in Reſcuing ſome Perſons in 14" 
the Tame Place, Condition, Circumſtances, and Em- | 
ployment, from that Calamity, in which others | 6 
were left to periſh. Two ſhall be in the Field, one 
ſhall be taken, — the other left. Two ſball be grind- 
ing in the ſame Mill, or lying in the ſame Bed, ane 
ſhall be taken, and the other left. All which, we are 
aſſured, was literally fulfilled, when Jeruſalem was 
taken, in the remarkable Preſervation of all the | 
Chriſtians among them from that great Calamity, 1 
n ſo many Hundred Thouſand Jecus pe- 15 
riſhed ul 
Nothing, indeed, can be ſtronger to this Pur- | | 
poſe than the Diſtinction made between the Zgyp- | | 
tians and the Hebrews ; firſt of all, in the Cale of | | 
the Flies, when they ſwarmed in all the reſt of the I! 
Land of Egypt, there was not one more than or- if} | 
dinary in the Land of Gofhen, Nay, though they | | | 
filled the Houſe of an Egyptian, yet, if his next {BY 
Door Neighbour was an 1ſrae/ite, there was not 5 
one to be found. | 

So likewiſe, when the Horſes, and Aﬀes, and 
Camels, and Oxen of the Egyptians died in ſuch 
Numbers, Nothing died of all that was the Childrens 1 
of '{ſrael, When the Hail made ſo dreadful Ha- it 

„ killing Man and Beaſt, throughout the Lasd | 
of Egypt ; where the Children of Iſrael were, there ThE 
was no Hail. When God commanded the Land If! 
of Egypt. to be invaded by numberleſs Legions | 
of Locuſts, not ſo much as one Straggler from chis 
great Army was to be found in Geſben. 

But what ſeems ſtill to be more remarkable, is || 
the keeping up this Diſtinction, between the I | 
reelites and the Egyptians, in the Plague of Dark- 5 
pe/s, It appears plainly, that, though —_— 5 
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Number of the Mraelites dwelt in Goſhen, yet ſome 
of them lived in the City with the Egyptians. Their 
Houſes were contiguous, and intermixed one with 
another; and yet, when it was hic Darkneſs in 
one Houſe, it was broad Day-Light in the next: 
And while the Egyptians were bound in Chains of 
Darkneſs, for three Days and Nights, all the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael had Light in their Dwellings. If it 
had pleaſed God to have ſtricken the Egyptians, 
as he did the- Sodomites, with Blindneſs, and left 
the T/raelites the Uſe of their Eyes, it would not 
have appeared ſo extraordinary. But theſe ſtrong 
and ſurpriſing Mixtures of the two Extreams of 
Night and Day, Light and Shade, could only be 
made by him, who created both, and firſt divided 
the Darkneſs from the Light. | 
Laſtly, when the Deſtroying Angel was ſent forth 
with a Commiſſion to ſlay all the Firſt-born of the 
Egyptians, he was abſolutely forbid to touch the 
Son of an Iſraelite; and, leſt there ſhould be any 
Miſtake, their Doors were all marked with the 
Blood of Sprinkling, which was a ſufficient Protec- 
tion for all that lived in that Houſe, and an abſo- 
lute Prohibition to the Angel of Death, ſaying, 
Paſs on, ſtop not here, enter not at this Door, for 
thou haſt no Power over them that are under 
God's Protection. . ene 
Thirdly, It is very agreeable to Reaſon, that 
God ſhould ſometimes make theſe remarkable Diſ- 
tinctions between his Friends and his Enemies. 
Lirſt, Becauſe, without that, there would be no 
End to Deſtruction, till it became total. When 
once Famine, or Peſtilence, begin to make Head, 
as Fire among dry Stubble, the further it ſpreads 
the ſtronger it grows; ſo there would be no re- 
ſiſting them. It the Providence of God did not in- 
terpole, they would draw their Lines of 1 
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from one End of the Earth to the other, and ſweep 
all before them. 

Secondly, If God was never to make ſuch Dil- 
tinct ions in this World, it would look as if he 
had no Share or Concern in the Govermment of it; 
Wicked Men would thereby be much encouraged 
in their Atheiſtical Notions ; and would be ready 
not only to ſay in their Hearts, There is to Ged 1 
but to proclaim their Infidelity with their Mouths; 
They would inſult the good Man in his Calamity, 
as they did David, ſaying, Where is now thy God? 
If there is a God of all Power, Why does he not 
help his Friends? If there is Knowledge in the moſt 
High, their Afflictions cannot be hid from him, 
Is it conſiſtent with his Goodneſs to let them go 
and weep, while his Enemies rejoice ? Tub, there 
is 0 Knowledge in the moſt High, or he taketh no 
Cognizance of what is done upon Earth, and has 
no Concern about God or Bad; meddles not with 
Human Affairs, but leaves every one to ſhift for 
himſelf, and do what is right in his own Eyes. 

It is therefore neceſſary to ſtop the Mouths of 
Profane Men, that Good Men ſhould be ſometimes 
diſtinguiſhed by extraordinary Providences. 

Nor yet ought this Diſtinction to be conflantly 
and exactly obſerved in all the Affairs of his Life; 
becauſe it would look as if we were to expect no- 
thing * it. This World would be no longer 
deemed, what it really is, a State of Probation, 
but a State of Retribution. 

One great Argument for a future State would 
be entirely deſtroyed, 

In ſhort, though a Diſtinction be ſemelimes pro- 
per, yet a conſtant and regular Diſtinction would 
deſtroy its own Ends, and be a Means, rather 
weakening, than eftabliſhing the Evidences 9 

of God. Becauſe ſu 


the Being and Providence 
| C 


an 


1 


6 | 
11 

114 
1 


| 
j ' : 


i : 
l , 


— 


"ela als ooo 


18 A Sermon occaſioned by the 


an uniform Proceeding would look more like the 
Effect of Fate and Neceſſity, than of Wiſdom and 
Choice. And conſequently the Idea of a Supreme 
Being would be ſtripped of its moſt glorious At- 
tributes of Wiſdom, Knowledge, Goodneſs, Juſ- 
tice, and Power ; which would be worſe than A- 
theiſm itſelf. 

Let all Good People therefore learn from hence, 
in any Tryals and Troubles whatſoever, to reſt in 
this Great Truth, that there is a God who will 


judge the World in Righteouſneſs. 


Secondly, Let all thoſe, who ſincerely endeavour 
to recommend themſelves by Faith and Obedience 
to the Divine Protection, depend upon having it 
in ſome Shape or other. For whoever truſted in 
him and was deceived ? | 

The Good Man may be inclined to think when 
the Storm rages, and the Waves of Affliction run 
high, that he is cither-forſaken or forgotten of God. 
But let him be aſſured that God knows them that are 
his, and that all Things work together for Good unto 
them. And, though God may not think proper 
to diſtinguiſh him by any remarkable Act of Provt- 
dence, yet he is in no Danger of being hid or for- 


gotten. If there is but one of them in a City, nay 


if there is but one in a Kingdom, God knows him, 
and will not overlook him. But will ſet him apart, 
if he ſees that to be beſt for him, will give his 
Angels charge over him, to deliver him from the 
Peſtilence that walketh in Darkneſs, and from the 
Arrow that flieth by Day. He will preſerve him 
in the Day of Battle, ſo that, though Death cut 
off Thouſands on his Right-Hand and on his Left, 
yet it ſhall not come nigh him. In a Famine the 
Ravens ſhall feed him ; and in the Days of Dearth 
he ſhall have enough. So that he may ſay with the 
holy Confidence of the Prophet Habakkuk:: Al- 

though 
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though the Fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall 
Fruit be in the Vines. Though the Labour of th? 
Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields yield no Meat. Tho 
the Flock ſball be cut off from the Fold, and there 
ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls, yet I will rejoice in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my Salvation. For 
the Confidence of the Righteous ſhall not utterly 
fail; and, although God may not ſee it proper to 
deliver him vi/ibly in this Life, yet, In the laſt 
Place; know aſſuredly, that there ſhall come a 
Day, when the Servants of the Lord ſhall be diſ- 
tinguiſhed from the ret of Mankind in a moſt emj- 
nent Manner. When there ſhall be an unerring 
Judgment paſſed upon all Men; and an eternal 
Separation made be between the Enemies and the 
Friends of God. For the Lord knoweth how to de- 
liver the Godly aut of Temptations ; and to reſerve 
the Unjuſt unto the Day of Judgment to be puniſhed. 
So that when it happens, as it ſometimes does, 
that the Juſt and Unjuſt periſh together in a gene- 
ral Calamity, it is a Mercy to the one and a Puniſb- 
ment to the other. The Good are often ſnatched 
away from the Evil to come; when the Wicked 
are preſerved for the Day of the Revelation of the 
righteous Judgment of God. 

Thirdly, another Uſe which I would make of 
the Words of my Text 1s to put you in mind, 
that, as the Creatures were given tor the Benefit of 
Man,” when any Misfortune happens to them, we 
muſt look for the Cauſe of it in ourſelves. 

When God firſt made Man, he inveſted him 
with Power and Dominion over all the reit of the 
Creation; making all the Beaſts of the Field, 
Fowl of the Air, and the Fiſh of the Seca, ſubſer- 
vient to his Pleaſure, Profit, or Neceſſities. The Al- 
mighty himſelf gave him his Commiſſion in theſe 
extenſive Terms: Have thou Dominion over the Fiſh 
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of the Sea, and over the Fowl of the Air, and over 
every living Thing that \ creepeth upon the Earth, 
God, who is the Great Lord and Proprietor of all, 
might diſpoſe of his own Creatures as he pleaſed; 
And he has been pleaſed to beſtow them upon 
the Children of Men. So that there is no dif- 
puting the Juſtneſs of their Title. And that it 
might not be a bare Title, an empty Name of Do- 
minion, but a real and a beneficial Grant, he has 
put the Fear and the Dread of Man upon every 
Beaſt of ' the Earth, and upon every Fowl of 
the Air, and upon all the Fifhes of the Sta, and 
into his Hand are they delivered. From this 
Dread it is, that thoſe Beaſts, which would be 
moſt hurtful to Man, and ftand leaſt in need of 
his Aſſiſtance, avoid him as much as poſſible z 
concealing themſelves from him in Caves and 
Dens, chooſing to dwell in Woods and Deſerts, 
and ſuch Places as are leaſt frequented hy human 
Kind. Nay, there are none of the Beaſts of the 
Foreſts ſo /avege, or the Fowls of the Air ſo 
wild, but have been tamed by Man; nor any 
Monſter of the Deep, but what, he: has made 
ſubſervient to his Uſe, if found at all fir for it. 
Nay, even Serpents ſo famed for their Cunning 
mult own that Man is ſtill wiſer than them; can 
draw them into Snares; ſtrip them of their Poi- 
fon, and make them harmleſs and familiar. For 
every Kind of Beaſts and of Birds (ſays St. James) 
and of Serpents, and of Things in the Sea, is tamed, 
and hath been tamed of Mankind, iii. 7. | 

Then as to thoſe Creatures, which are more 
neceſſary to Man either for Food, or Profit, or 
Pleaſure ; how eaſily are they managed and go- 
verned, notwithſtanding their great Strength? Be- 


Fold che put Bits in the Horſes Mouths, and a Yoke 


upon the Neck of the Ox; and they obey us. 
The Shcep patiently ſubmit to the Shearer, that 
| they 
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they may zloath their great Maſter ; and their 
Lambs go-quickly to the Slaughter, that they may 
feed him. In ſhort, the Comfort of Man's Life 
depends upon theſe Creatures. It is from the 
Beaſts of the Plough and of the Pail that we 
muſt have our Food and our Raiment. Therewith 
indeed we are taught to be content, but how 
ſhould we be content without either ? If it were 
not for the Beaſts of the Pail, we ſhould want the 
chief Part of our Food. And, if it were not for 
the Fleece of the Flocks, we ſhould want Cloathing. 
Now confider what a miſerable Creature mutt 
Man be without Bread, or Meat, or Cloaths. Which 
is ſufficient to ſhew how neceſſary theſe Creatures 
are to our Comfort, and what a Bleſſing it is that 
God has made them ſubject to us, and delivered 
them into our Hand. | 

Now ſince there is ſo near a Connection between 
Man and Beaſt, Maſter and Servant, that the Hap- 
pineſs of one is neceſſarily connected, as one may 
ſay, with the Welfare of the other : Whatever 
Evil happens to them, muſt be underſtood to be 
an Evil to their Maſter and not to themſelves. For 
we may in this Caſe apply David's Words lite- 
rally, when the Rot ſweeps away our Flocks, 
What bade theſe Sheep done? Or when the Mur- 
rain deſtroys our Herds, Theſe Cattle, Lord, what 
have they done? They are harmleſs and innocent, 
not capable of Good or Evil, and, conſequently, 
cannot become Objects of the Divine Diſpleaſure. 
No, they are only the Inſtruments through which, 
he puniſhes their offending Maſters. Therefore, 
however Men may think to account for the Cauſe 


of thoſe Evils among their Cattle, from Unkindneſs 


of the Seaſon, unforeſeen Accident, or any other 
natural Cauſes, they may. be ſure the final Cauſe 
js in themſelves, Sin is its own Puniſhment, as it 
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is the Original of all the Evils that are in the 
World. Whatever the Calamity be, we may be 
certain Sin was the Occaſion of it. If a Man ſuf- 
fers, it is for his own Sin. If Beaſts ſuffer, it is for 
the Sins of Men. General Calamities are publick 
Rebukes for national Wickedneſs ; as particular 
ones are Checks and Corrections for private Offences, 
The poor Widow of Sarepta knew very well that 
the Famine was ſent to puniſh the whole People 
for their Sins; but, when her Son died, ſhe-looked 
upon that as a private Affliction laid upon her for 
her own Sins: Art thou come, ſays ſhe to the Pro- 
pher, to call my Sin to remembrance, and to flay my 
Son? In that dreadful Deſolation, which is de- 
ſcribed by the Prophet Joel, which, he ſays, was 
intended to bring all Sorts of People to a Senſe 
of their Sins; he particularly mentions the Death 
of the Cattle. This he thought had ſomething ſo 
awakening in it as muſt affect the Generality of 
People, and eſpecially the Huſbandmen, whom he 
expreſsly calls upon: Be aſhamed O ye Huſbandmen 
and Hor. Is not the Meat cut off before your Eyes? 
How do the Beaſts groan ? the Herds of the Cattle 
are perplexed. | 

So alſo the Prophet Zechary, in deſcribing the 
heavy Judgments of God againſt the Enemies of 
his Church, takes particular Notice that the Plague 
ſhould infect their Cattle : So ſhall be the Plague 
of the Horſe, of the Mule, of the Camel, and of the 
Aſs, and of all the Beaſts that ſhall be in theſe Tents, 
es this Plague, Ch. xiv, 15, 

From all which, it appears, that it 1s plainly 
God's Intent by theſe Judgments to awaken Men 
to a Senſe of Guilt; to put them upon enquiring 
what they have done to provoke his Anger ; -and 
to cail to remembrance their paſt Sins, that they 
may be blotted out by a true Repentance. i 

| c 
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It was an Inſtance of God's infinite Mercy to 
Sinners under the Law, that they were permitted 
to make an Attonement for Sin by Burnt-Offer- 
ings and Sacrifices, wherein the Life of the Beaſt 
was accepted for the Life of the Sinner. So alſo 
now, when God ſends a Plague among the Cattle, 
it muſt be looked upon as a Token of his Mercy 
to Men; and a kind Providence, whereby he in- 
tends to awaken them to Kepentance, leſt, if they 
continue in their Sins, the ſame, or ſome worſe Evil 
come upon them. If the Egyptians could have 
taken Warning when their Corn was cut off, and 
their Cattle deſtroyed, it would have ſaved the 
Lives of their Children. But, ſince they did not, 
God ſent a Plague which ſwept away all the Firſt- 
born in Egypt in one Night, ſo that there was not 
an Houſe where there was not one dead. 

The Sin is very often to be diſcovered and 
pointed out by the Puniſbment. Thus, though 
God deſigned the Bleſſing for Jacab, yet he per- 
haps was too well pleaſed with and aſcribed it to 
his own Fraud in obtaining it: This ſeems both 
puniſhed and pointed out by the fraudulent Dealings 
of his Father - in- Law. When therefore the Ani- 
mals, which are ſo uſeful and neceſſary to Men, 
are deſtroyed; when Mens Creature Comforts are 
imbittered to them, or taken from them, if they 
will ſincerely examine, I dare ſay, they will often 
diſcover ſufficient Reaſon for it in the Abuſe of 
thoſe very Comforts, and conſequently be con- 
vinced that the Cauſe of it is in themſelves. Let 
them diligently ſearch their own Hearts, and it 
will appear that either they have been Proud of 
their Treaſures, as Hezekiah was. Or Cruel to 
their Beaſts and unmerciful in uſing them. Or 
elſe have placed their Truſt in theſe earthly Goods, 
like the Man in the Parable, who ſaid to his Soul, 
Take 
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Take thine Eaſe, thou baſt Goods laid up for many 
Years. Or they have been intemperate in the En- 
joyment of theſe things, abuſing them, as Nabal 
did, to Riot and Drunkenneſs. Or they have been 
#nthankful tor their Plenty, as the [raelites were for 
their Manna, who, the more tlty were favoured, 
the more they ſinned. Or, laſt of all, God may be 
| pleaſed by this Means to improve their Patience, 
| not duly exerciſed ; or to try their Faith, not 
| thoroughly proved; or to wean their Affections, too 
* ſtrongly attached to tranſitory Things. So that 
| ſtill, as I ſaid before, the fina! Cauſe of all theſe ex- 
| traordinary Providences will be tound to be ſome 
t Fault or Defect in ourſelves. 
Fourthly, Since this is the Caſe, we ſhould look 
upon the preſent Fatality raging in ſome Parts of 
| this Kingdom among the Cattle, as a Puniſhment 
| for Sin, and a Warning to Repentance. Conſider, 
f It is the Voice of God ſpeaking to us by the Mouth 
; of theſe Creatures, as he did to Balaam by the 
| Mouth of his Aſs. And, if we will not hear, the 
Angel of God will draw his Sword againſt ws, and 
fave the Beaſts alive. In the Groans of every dying 
Beaſt God may be ſaid to cry aloud to all to con- 
ſider what is amiſs, that they may amend it; to 
enquire ſeriouſly what we have done to offend him, 
that we may know the Cauſe why he contendeth 
. wwithus. When the Land mourns, and the Beaſts are 
| conſumed, the Prophet Jeremy, xii. 4, tells us, it is 
for the Sins of the People. And the more we con- 
fider the Sins of the People, the more we ſhall be 
convinced of the Neceſſity that the Land ſhould 
mourn. O! that all Orders and Degrees of People 
It would learn from hence to humble themſelves be- 
| fore the correcting Hand of God. To conſider 
this Plague, as his Voice crying unto the City and 
unto the Country. That they would conſider it ” 
« a kind 
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a kind Warning, a gentle Method, thus to Jay the 
Sins of the People upon the Head of the Begft. 
And that, if they will take the Warning, and hear 
the Voice, and ſee the Shaking of the Rod in this 
leſſer Puniſhment, it will be a Means of preventing 
greater Fudgments. 
| You have heard that theſe things do not come by 
Chance ; neither can they be entirely accounted for 
by ſecond Cauſes ; but muſt ultimately be attri- 
buted to the Finger of God himſelf; an awakening 
Providence ſent to alarm a ſinful Generation. We 
may be aſſured, that-the Lord is merciful nd long- 
ſuffering to us-ward, and not willing that ny ſhoul.; 
periſh, but that *-"*Fould come to Repentance. And 
therefore it is, that * takes this Method to warn 
before he ſtrites; and to give Notice, as it were, 
before his Judgments come abroad, that all who 
lieve may tremble and fear, and provide for 
themſelves by true Repentance, ſo ſhall they avoid 
the Wrath to come. | 
We muſt acknowledge our Provocations have been 
very great, but that the Patience of God has been 
much greater. How many different Methods has 
he been pleaſed to make uſe of, to ame: d this ſin- 
ful People? He has vilited us vith Cold and 
Hunger, with Storm ange Tempeſt, with Signs in 
Heaven, and Signs upon M Earth, War abroad, and 
_ Rebellion at home; with Sedition and privy Con- 
ſpiracy; and, at this Time, with a grievous Peſti- 
lence among the Cattle, | 
To what Purpoſe is all this, think you? but to 
rouſe us out of our Carelefineſs, that we may ſce 
our Danger, and call upon our God. Has it had 
this Effect? Has it awakened any? Has it re- 
claimed any? Are we not as proud, intemperate, 
debauched, luxurious, falſe, wanton, and careleſs 
as ever? Does not Lying, and Cheating, and 
| Slandering, 
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Slandering, and Idleneſs, and Gaming, and Drink- 
ing, and Swearing, and em and falſe Wit- 
neſſing, and Sabbath-breaking ſtill greatly abound ? 
*Tis to be feared there are few who have been 
wrought upon hereby to conſider what they have 
done to offend God, and much fewer, who con- 
ſider what they ſhould do to pleaſe him. Every 
Man thinks he has a Rigbt to follow his own Hu- 
mours and Fancies, without any Regard to publick 
Decency, Order or Inftitutions; and is content 
with a negative Character, thinking it 5 for 


him, that he does mo Harm. But alas! if, after we 


have done all the Good that we can, we muſt look 
upon ourſelves as unprofitable Servants ; what muſt 

become of them that do none at all? | 
Now if this be the Caſe, after ſo many awaken- 
ing Providences, what muſt we _— will be the 
Conſequence ? Why, either that God will remove 
the Plague from the Beaſts of the Field, and lay it 
upon the Beaſts of the People. Or we ſhall be given 
up into our Enemies Hands. Or, which is the 
worſt of Evils, God will forſake us; he will no 
longer look upon us as Friends ; he will no more 
eparate between us and our Enemies; but leave us 
to follow our own Inventions, and permit us to 
run blindly and precipitately into our ewn Deſtruc- 
tion. This is of all Evils the greateſt, the ſoreſt 
Plague, the heavieſt Curſe that can befall a Nation, 
This was the utter Ruin of God's own People. 
When their Obſtinacy proved too ſtrong to be re- 
claimed, he then left them to themſelves, ſaying, 
Why ſhould they be ſtricten any more? They will re- 
volt more and more. My People would not hear my 
Voice, and Iſrael would not obey me. So I gave them 
up unto their own Hearts Luſts, and let them follow 

their own Imaginations, Pl. Ixxxi. 12, 13. 

Laftly, Let not us of this County value ourſelves, 
as if we. were any whit Setter than our Neighbours, 
| becauſe 
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becauſe this Diſtemper has not yet reached us : 
But rather endeavour to improve this particular 
Providence, and learn from thence to fear, repent, 
and be thankful. 

It is true, we have been, hitherto, intirely free 
from this great Contagion ; but God only knows 
how long we ſhall continue ſo. It has been a great 
while in our Borders, but, by the Bleſſing of God 
upon the prudent Methods which have been uſed, 
it has been hitherto prevented from getting any 
Footing in this County, which ſhould make us 
hope that God is ſtill with us of a Truth: And be- 
lieve, that he has been pleaſed to make this kind 
Separation between us and our Neighbours, to this 
End, that, whilſt he is treating hem with Severity, 
he might win us with Gentleneſs, and draw us with 
the Cords of Affection. 

If this is the Caſe, how great muſt be our Stu- 
pidity and Ingratitude, if we do not obſerve the 
Goodneſs of God, and make him all poſſible Re- 
turns of Duty, Love, and Obedience ? Let the Sut- 
ferings of other Men teach us to fear bis Fudg- 
ments, and the Conſideration of our own Unwor- 
thineſs make us tremble for «urſelves. If we for- 
ſake our Sins, we may ſtill depend upon the Di- 
vine Protection; but, if we continue in them, we 
renounce all Pretences to it, and expoſe ourſelves 
to the ſevereſt Effects of the Divine Wrath. It, 
when this heavy Judgment threatens us, We do 
not take Warning, we muſt be more hardened 
than the Egyptians themſelves. For when Moſes 
threatened them with the Plague of Hail, Thoſe 
that feared the Word of the Lord among the Servants 
of Pharaoh, made their Cattle and Servants flee into 


their Houſes. And ſhall there be found any among 


the Servants of Pharaob, that fear the Word of 
the Lord; and none among the Servants of Jeſus 


Chriſt ? God forbid. 
D 2 Conſider 
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Conſider this, leſt ye be found among thoſe 
that harden their Hearts, and regard not the Word 
of the Lord. Take Heed that you deſpiſe not the 
Long-ſuffering and Patience of God, which is de- 
ſigned to bring you to Repentance. 

If we deſire the Continuance of our preſent Safe- 
ty; if we hope this particular Providence will 
ſtill watch over us; if we would be thought and 
uſed, as Friends of God, we muſt endeavour to 
imitate the Faith and Obedience of him, who is 
honoured with the Title of God's Friend in Holy 
Scripture. Which Faith and Obedience will not 
only qualify us for the Divine Favour, but like- 
wile prepare us to bear with Patience whatſo- 
ever the Divine Wiſdom may think fit to lay up- 
on us. If he is pleaſed to viſit us, or our Cattle, 
with a ſore Diſeaſe ; if he deprive us of all our 
worldly Goods; nay, if he requires us, as he did 
Abraham, to offer up, to part with an only Son, 
a favourite Child, that 1s &S to us as our wn 
Foul; if we imitate the Faith and Obedience of A- 
braham, we ſhall find ourſelves ſurpriſingly ſup- 
ported, and inwardly perſuaded, that theſe Trials 
and Viſitations are for the beſt. The Lord gave, 
and the Lord taketh away, Bleſſed be the Name 


of the Lord. 


If any of you have been viſited by Sickneſs, or 
Loſſes, 'or have been deprived of any of your Crea- 
ture Comforts, let it teach you to look home, and 
conſider the Cauſe of it in yourſelves. People are 
too apt in ſuch Caſes to be angry in the wrong 
Place, and rather chuſe to lay the Blame upon any 
one elſe, than, where it ought to be, upon them- 
ſelves. Let but a Man do, as he ſhould do, con- 
ſider how the Reckoning ſtands between God and 
his own Soul; compute how many Favours he has 
received, and how little Returns he has made; and 

he 
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he muſt confeſs his great Ingratitude, and acknow- 
ledge his Puniſhment is leſs than his Sins have de- 
ſerved. 

If God does not afflict all Sinners alike ; if Good 
and Bad are equal Sharers in the common Benefits, 
or the common Judgments of God. It is not be- 
cauſe he reſpects the outward Perſons of Men, or 
neglects their inward and moral Character, but be- 
caule this is not a State of Rewards and Puniſhments. 
He now ſuffers the Wheat and Tares to grow to- 
gether, but, when the Harveſt ſhall come, he will 
ſeparate the one from the other, and then the Tares 
ſhall be caſt into an unquenchable Fire. 

Let none, therefore, be too confident in the Sta- 
bility of their preſent Condition, No one knows 
what a Day may bring forth. It is our Duty to 
conſider, that, though we are now exempt from 
this Diſtemper, yet we cannot aſſure ourſelves, that 


this Exemption ſhall continue. It is ſo much the 


more our Duty to make God our Friend, whoſe 
Providence extends to all Occurrences ; and par- 
ticularly to be very thankful for the preſent De- 
liverance. This is the leaſt Return we can make, 
the leaſt we can do is to ſay, God's Name be praiſed. 
Laſtly, Let every one look upon this as a Call 
to Repentance for their own particular Sins, as 
well as for the general Sins of the Nation. Now, 
it is not likely Men ſhould repent, till they are con- 
vinced they have done amiſs. And it is impoſſi- 
ble for them to be convinced, or to know wherein 
they have done amiſs, unleſs they will take the 
Trouble to examine themſelves ; to ſearch their 
own Hearts; and to trace their Actions back to 
the Fountain from whence they flow, even their 
firſt Motives and Principles. By this Means, they 
will be able to diſcover the corrupt Spring, which 
taints and marrs the beſt of their Doings. * 
they 
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they will be apt to find out what the particular 
Sin was, that occaſioned ſuch a particular Viſita- 
tion. 

If a Man is deprived of his Subſtance, and re- 
duced in the World; upon Examination, he will 
probably find, that he was too much exalted with 
his Abundance ; it made him Proud and Quarrel- 
ſame; Inſolent and Oppreſive. When Riches are ſo 
abuſed, it is no Wonder they make themſelves Wings, 
and fly away. 

It a Man's Crop ſhould be cut off by Blaſting, 
or Milder, or any other Means, let him conſider, 
whether he has not often murmured at Plenty, or 
abuſed it by his Exceſſes, when Corn was cheap; 
or unreafonably with-held it, when it was dear. 
When his Barns have been full, let him conſider, 
whether he has looked up unto God, with a thank- 
ful Heart, or rather aſcribed his Succeſs to his own 
Skill and Induſtry. Or laſtly, whether he has not 
ſuffered his Love of Gain to prevail ſo far as to 
make him cheat, and wrong his Neighbour, by 
falſe Weight and ſcanty Meaſure. 

Does a Man find that he labours in vain, that, 
notwithſtanding all his Care and Induſtry, he can- 
not get forward, nor thrive as others do in the 
ſame Trade or Buſinefs, let him recollect, and it is 
ten to one, but he finds the Cauſe of it in himſelf. 
Either his Heart is ſo ſet upon his worldly Buſineſs, 
that God is not in all bis Thougbis; he has never 
deſired his Aſſiſtance, or begged his Bleſſing. Or 
elſe there may be fome ſecret Fraud in his Practice, 
which, like a Canter in the Heart, imperceptibly 
fucks out all his Subftance. Or he has ground the 
Face of the Poor, by obliging him to work without 
Pay, with-holding from the Labourer his Hire, or 
paying him le than he deſerves. Such Doings 


are apt to bring a Curſe upon all that a Man has * 
ho 
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the Houſe, or in the Field, at home or abroad. 
Laſtly, is a Man unfortunate in his Cattle, are they 
deſtroyed by Sickneſs or Lightning, and other un- 
avoidable Means? Let him ſeriouſly look into 
himſelf for the Cauſe, and tis odds but he finds 
that he has loved theſe more than Chriſt, and has 
been worſhiping a Golden Calf. Or he has been 


unthankful for the Increafe of them, and forgot to 


give Glory to God, Or he has treated them with 
Cruelty and Barbarity, by beating them unmercifully, 
or working them unreaſonably; denying them fuch 
Food, Reſt, and Tendance, as is neceſſary; or tor- 
menting them for Diver/ion ; any putting them to ex- 
quiſite Pain for his own Pleaſure, forgetting, that, 


© \ 


according to the Relation between us, there is a 
Duty due from us to all Creatures; and that the 
merciful Man, as the Scripture teaches us, will be 
merciful even to the Beaſts that periſh. If the pre- 
ſent Fatality will put any upon ſuch Self-Examina- 
tion; if Men will take Care to cultivate and im- 
prove any ſerious Impreſſions it has made upon their 
Hearts, and it produces in them the Fear of God, a 
thankful Mind, a reſigned Soul, an bumble Faith, 
and a fincere Repentance, it will be a freſh Argu- 
ment of God's Goodneſs in this Viſitation, and will be 
a certain Means of averting his and all other 
Evils from us; or of taking out their Sting, ſo 
that they ſhall be no Evils in the End to us. 


Now ts God the Father, &c. 
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By James Anderſon, D. D. Folio, Price 1/. 5 
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